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PREVNet Student Advisory Committee Member, Wendy Ryan, interviewed Maria DiPerna, President of the Canadian Association of Principals, about her organization’s partnership with PREVNet. She had this to say:

"The mission of the Canadian Association of Principals (CAP) is to represent the professional perspectives of principals and vice-principals at the national level and to provide the leadership necessary to ensure quality educational opportunities for Canadian students. Fundamental to the CAP mission is the effective representation of students’ interests at all tables where educational policy is discussed. 

In the past year, I have been pleased with CAP’s initiatives to collect books and donate them to various schools and children’s centres. I was also pleased with the fall (2006) edition of the CAP Journal that focused on the issue of early childhood development. The content was very well received by those organizations in the field, and additional copies were requested by numerous agencies who wished to use them as a resource for their personnel and clients. 

Recently through my work, I have learned that across the country, educators have common concerns with regards to students and their success. Concerns of great import are student health, student safety and academic success.  Many excellent projects are undertaken at the national level. To make the most effective use of our resources, both financial and human, we must connect with partners who hold the same educational values and are working toward the same objectives.

CAP partners with and supports numerous organizations that promote healthy and safe relationships. A few of our partners are: PREVNet, Canadian Association of Fire Marshalls, Joint Consortium for School Health, Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse, Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood Development, Canadian Initiative for the Prevention of Bullying, Canadian Safe School Network, Concerned Children’s Advertisers, Media Awareness Network, and RCMP Youth Strategy.

CAP’s goal for our partnership with PREVNet is twofold: 1) to provide PREVNet with information and knowledge of our school environments, our students and our educators’ work with them; in so doing, PREVNet will be better able to respond to the needs of the students and their education; 2) to receive knowledgeable information and resources from PREVNet that may be used in meaningful ways by our educators to promote healthy relationships and decrease violence and aggression in our schools.

In partnering with PREVNet, CAP can share research, resources and tools that will assist our members in understanding the problem of bullying and help us reflect on our current strategies with an eye to adopting best practices. That children are safe and feel safe in our schools is a pre-requisite to achieving academic success with our students. PREVNet’s work facilitates ours."
