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PREVNet's Student Network Member, Hadas AV-Gay, discussed the partnership between the Canadian Teachers' Federation and PREVNet with Dr. Calvin Fraser – Secretary General for the Canadian Teachers' Federation. Here is what Dr. Calvin had to say:

"As the Canadian federation of teacher organizations we coordinate resources, gather information, analyze information, generate information, and we disseminate information to a broad audience in and out of education. Some examples of the kinds of information we gather include: research and position papers, as well as information about current and long term issues in education. What we largely do with that is coordinate organizational responses so teachers across the country are consistent in their statements and are at the same page in regard to the information they have. 

In addition, we work on international cooperation and development putting about $5 million per year into aid projects working with teacher groups in other countries. We also do international representation – we are a member of Education International the world union of teachers that includes 30 million teachers.  We are also the Canadian representatives of on the Commonwealth Teachers Group which includes teacher unions from Commonwealth countries around the world. We are also the Canadian representative on the Comité syndical francophone de l’éducation et de la formation (CSFEF) teachers organization which brings together French speaking teachers from around the world to assist one another with concerns and to do cooperation and development work. 

Some of the work the Canadian Teachers' Federation is most pleased with this year is the coordination of the cyber bullying material and the possibility to move that work in a positive direction for teacher to use.  Across the country groups have invested tens of millions of dollars in this issue but because the issue was addressed in each case only locally there was limited progress. 

We try to broaden the focus to cover first Canada then beyond. We try to link the operation of the various groups and disseminate information such that they each get the most impact from the PREVNet research and the work of other groups. 

The organizations we work with include teacher organizations, the RCMP, federal and provincial governments, businesses, NGOs, media and more groups to coordinate the message. We hope to get the necessary legislation amended to address the problem at the school board policy, provincial education act and federal criminal code levels. Even more importantly, we hope to raise awareness such that parents and the general public are sensitized to the problem and act decisively to correct it.   We are dealing with cyber bullying and all forms of digital communication. 

More specifically, a new version of a game released two months ago called BULLY, is one of our concerns. We raised opposition to this game in Canada and asked teacher organizations in Australia, USA, Korea, the Caribbean, and other places around the world to join in. We had OpEd pieces in papers across Canada, numerous articles in major papers, media attention in various forms and lots of support even from student groups.  There was a negative reaction to this game even from some stores who refused to sell it. Some gaming people challenged us but we had done our homework right up to getting a copy the day it came out, having a group including teens play it and have valid commentary. Gaming industry leaders have now asked us to work with them on the standards and ratings. The same manufacturer also produced the game Grand Theft Auto which came out in a fourth edition this week – an edition expected to outsell all previous game releases. 

The biggest lesson that I have learned through my work over the past few months is the need to work together, something I have learned a long time ago, however I have experienced its importance again and enforced that belief that team work is crucial to achievement. Another big lesson that is coming through is that it does not matter how good the work you do if you do not let people know about it. Much great research and program development has been done on major issues that reach only a limited audience. We are in a position to make it possible for people to see it.  

The Canadian Teachers' Federation has contributed a great deal to the social justice work used to addresses issues of healthy relationships in our society including large amounts of work relating to improving relationships for marginalized groups such as women in the work force and other groups marginalized because of sexual orientation, ethnic or social economic status, disability or any other factor. Our advocacy for these groups is extended by our work in trying to help people develop healthy relationship practices over the internet.  

I include this latter statement because we recognize that cyber bullying is used against individuals with racial, sexual orientation, Social Economic Status individuals in an anonymous manner.  It can destroy the ability of the bullied individuals to develop healthy relationships or even to feel good about themselves. PREVNet has been superb in getting us information about this issue. 

What is your ultimate goal for your partnership with PREVNet?
 Reaching our goal is well underway. We would like to develop a relationship to feed some of the topics we work on into the research network and get back research that we can use. We can spread our relationship into research on many of the other issues we deal with such as gender issue and all the other social justice issues – all of these issues include violence as a factor. We think we can benefit a lot from PREVNet as the goal is symbiotic for both of us. They have the research we have the access to the field. 

The Canadian Teachers' Federation can benefit from the developing partnership with PREVNet by the credibility PREVNet offers as an organization. We need to have up-to-date solid research. A lot of our work is providing and coordinating information so we have to find the pieces to fill in the holes such that our member organizations and partner organizations across the country have consistent information that flows naturally."    



