PREVNet's Featured NGO – 9th Edition, Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada 

[image: image2.png]O Boys & Girls Clubs of Canada
Clubs Gargons & Filles du Canada



 PREVNet's Student Network Member, Rachel Yeung, discussed the partnership between the Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada and PREVNet with Ms. Carol Davies – Director, National Communications for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Canda. Here is what Ms. Davies had to say:

“Through an association of 102 Boys and Girls Clubs across Canada, we provide children and youth with safe, supportive places when they’re not in school to experience new opportunities, overcome life challenges, build healthy relationships with peers and adults and develop confidence and skills for life.

Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada (BGCC) is most pleased with our ability to provide information, resources and counseling to children and parents on cyber bullying and bullying through the generous support of Microsoft Canada and Sears Canada.
We know that relationship-based programming is a vital element of our BGCC approach.  We have found through over 100 years of experience that the ability to build and solidify trusting, caring relationships between children and staff, as well as provide ongoing positive adult role models to promote positive social behaviours is as important as the programs we provide. 

The positive relationships that members develop with dedicated, trained club professionals and volunteers have been shown to have a lasting beneficial influence on their entire lives. Ninety-three percent of alumni stated they would give special credit to particular Boys and Girls Clubs staff members for developing, helping and supporting them (Ipsos-Reid survey, 2005).  
Boys and Girls Clubs encourage acceptance and respect for self and others. We provide welcoming environments where children are encouraged to develop their skills and self-esteem through involvement in a variety of enriching group activities. All club members are taught to accept others for who they are and that all people have value no matter what their cultural, religious or socio-economic background.

Staff and volunteers provide ongoing adult role models, mentoring and programs to help develop positive social behaviours throughout Clubs in Canada on a daily basis. Many Clubs provide specific anti-bullying, conflict resolution and anger management programs.
The ultimate goal of the partnership between the Boys and Girls Clubs and PREVNet is to advance the creation and implementation of a National Strategy on Safe and Healthy Child and Youth Development that:

· fundamentally promotes safe and healthy relationships to address issues of bullying and improves the well-being of all Canadian children.

· secures investments in quality community programs that encourage healthy child and youth development through building positive relationships and the acquisition of positive behaviours and resiliency for young Canadians.

Boys and Girls Clubs, and ultimately the children, youth and families we serve will benefit from our work with PREVNet by having access to education and intervention resources and research, created by PREVNet, on bullying and how to deal with it".  
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