PREVNet's Featured NGO – 3rd Edition, Canadian Red Cross



Alexandra Sutherland discussed Canadian Red Cross’ partnership with PREVNet with Judi Fairholm, National Technical Director for RespectED: Violence & Abuse Prevention. She had this to say: 
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Canadian Red Cross



“The Red Cross/Red Crescent is the largest humanitarian movement in the world, consisting of 185 national societies. Our mission is ‘to improve the lives of vulnerable people by moblizing the power of humanity’.

In the past year, I have been very pleased with the increased national and international interest and understanding in the areas of violence, violence prevention, and child protection.

There are several constant lessons that I am always struck by. The first is that violence prevention truly needs to be owned by the community because the solution to the problem is in that community. The second lesson is that child protection and violence prevention need to be truly integrated in everything that we do. Stand alone programs are valuable but in order to increase our effectiveness, we need to have the goals of child protection and violence prevention fully embedded in all of our work.

The Red Cross is guided by seven fundamental principles, the first of which is the principle of Humanity. Under this principle, three of the primary values are: protecting life, health and human dignity; respect for the human being; and non discrimination. We believe that adhering to these values is critical for the promotion of healthy relationships and safe environments.

The ultimate goal of our partnership with PREVNet is to collaborate on evaluation projects to identify the elements of best practice. We will then be able to build on this information to move our prevention efforts forward. When we are able to clearly know the elements of best practice, we will be able to be more effective and have a greater impact; bringing the issues of violence prevention and child protection front and center.

Our partnership with PREVNet will enable everyone involved to increase advocacy for, and awareness of, the importance of child protection and violence prevention. Our voice is much stronger together.”

