PREVNet's Featured Researcher – 3rd Edition, Dr. Leslie Tutty


Alexandra Sutherland interviewed PREVNet researcher Dr. Leslie Tutty. Here is what she had to say of her research and partnership with PREVNet: 
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“My main area of research is domestic and family violence and prevention.   I think it is a bit different from other researchers involved with PREVNet because it is not bullying per se, but more focused on abuse within the family, and also within dating relationships.

I do a lot of different things and have recently been working on a report for the Federal Government of Canada, looking at the overlap between homeless women and abused women. I am also very excited to be working with Gaye Warthe whose doctoral dissertation focus is dating violence at the post secondary level. There is very little research in that age-group and the scales that do exist to measure dating violence in this population have a lot of problems. As part of the project, Gaye will be working to create a scale that better captures dating violence.

I have found that the more broadly I work, the more commonalities I see across the different types of violence; the dynamics of abuse and power. One advantage of PREVNet is the opportunity to attend such diverse meetings where we see these commonalities, particularly with regard to prevention, treatment, and intervention.

My ultimate goal in this partnership with PREVNet is to forge relationships with new researchers to broaden our knowledge and conduct research together; we each have different areas of expertise to offer each other. In particular, this is a great opportunity to develop evaluation tools to help community organizations in the prevention of bullying.

Through my partnership with PREVNet, I am excited to form these relationships with other researchers and national community-based organizations. These organizations work intimately within communities and the opportunity to forge national relationships with them that will last long into the future is ideal.” 

