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PREVNet’s Student Advisory Committee Member, Wendy Ryan interviewed PREVNet researcher Dr. David Smith. Here is what he had to say of his research and partnership with PREVNet:

"My primary research interests centre on school-based bullying prevention programs, with a particular emphasis on understanding how they can be made to be more effective. Currently, I am working with colleagues and student researchers on projects examining the role of school climate on bullying and victimization. I am also interested in the preventative role that students’ positive attachment to school can play in curbing their involvement in bullying. 

In the past year, I am pleased to have submitted a SSHRC grant proposal for an intervention study to examine links among school climate, school bonding, and bullying. I am also proud of my involvement with a group, led by Dr. Shelley Hymel, working to develop a Canadian register of evidence-based social-emotional learning programs to promote positive relationships among youth and reduce bullying and violence.  

My ultimate goal for my partnership with PREVNet is to build relationships and research partnerships with like-minded researchers and community-based professionals committed to improving the environments in which Canadian children learn and develop. 

I have already benefited from my partnership with PREVNet by participating in PREVNet meetings, and getting to know the dedicated researchers and practitioners working in this field across Canada. This has already spawned new collaborative projects with PREVENet members that would not have happened without PREVNet’s influence."  

