PREVNet's Featured Researcher – 8th Edition, Dr. Faye Mishna

 
[image: image1.jpg]


PREVNet's Student Network Member, Jami-Leigh Sawyer, interviewed PREVNet researcher Dr. Faye Mishna. Here is what she had to say of her research and partnership with PREVNet:

"My main areas of research include bullying (traditional and cyber), cyber abuse, cyber counseling/interventions and school-based and attachment informed interventions with children at risk. Overall, my main interest is really doing both research and clinical practice that promotes the well-being of kids. 

Over the past year, I am most pleased with my work on a collaborative project between The Cyber Risk Group and the Canadian Coalition for CyberRisk Reduction. This project came together in a very natural way, with myself and a couple of others who were also working with different forms of cyber abuse. Since then, quite a number of agencies have become involved, and have been meeting as a group that is continually growing and branching out to various sectors. The group includes organizations that are school based, treatment service providers, law enforcement, health promotion, and academic researchers as well as PREVNet. What started as a small group brainstorming ideas has become a group of various agencies that address cyber abuse from various angles and that work with different levels of cyber risk. We are now submitting grants, and operationalizing our project in a way that we hope will make an impact. 

One big lesson that I have learned over the past few months stems from when the teachers federation came up with their policy and I got called by the media asking for my opinion. This incident taught me how critical it is to refrain from judgment or speaking on a topic that you may only have read about in the paper, or heard about it on the news, as it is important to first become familiar with the background and details. 

PREVNet has played a very important role in my work, as it has helped promote and foster relationships between myself and other researchers and organizations. For example, with the cyber abuse project, we wanted to conduct focus groups with parents so PREVNet helped us to get in touch with parent organizations in which there may be parents interested in participating. My ultimate goal for my partnership with PREVNet is to continue to use the network to connect with other researchers and organizations, at which point we would be able to create and disseminate information amongst the organizations. This goal would be a very mutual relationship, where I could network and get support from others, and at the same time I could work to provide them with data that provides a systematic way of assessing bullying."



