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PREVNet's Student Network Member, Rachel Yeung, interviewed PREVNet researcher Dr. Bonnie Leadbeater. Here is what she had to say of her research and partnership with PREVNet: 

“My research contributes to knowledge about gender differences in depression and peer victimization, resilience in high-risk youth and adolescent mothers, transitions to young adulthood for vulnerable youth, and the prevention of peer victimization in elementary school children. My publications include contributions to theory, research methodology, and ethics in these areas of study and I am highly committed to efforts to translate theory and research into student training and into policies and programs that improve the mental and physical health of children, youth, and their families. Significant contributions include: 
· An edited volume entitled Urban Adolescent Girls: Resisting Stereotypes, Creating Identities. (New York: New York University Press, with N. Way) which was widely used in undergraduate and graduate classes that focused attention on women’s development and resilience in contexts of adversities. A follow-up volume of this book entitled: Urban Girls Revisited: Building Strengths, creating Momentum was published in January 2007.  

· A co-authored book (2001) Growing up Fast: Early Adult Transitions for Inner‑city Adolescent Mothers. (Leadbeater, B. J. & Way, N) reports on a six year, longitudinal study of inner-city adolescent mothers emphasizing predictors of the within group diversity in outcomes that identified resilient pathways for this high-risk group. Dr. Leadbeater was the PI for this mixed methods longitudinal study. It received the Society for Research on Adolescent’s Social Policy Best Authored Book Award.  

· Two additional co-edited books elaborating the significance of resilience or strengths based perspective to policy makers including: Investing in Children, Youth, Families and Communities: Strengths-based research and policy. (Maton, K. Schellenbach, C.,& Leadbeater, B. J. & Solzar, A. (Eds.) (2004) Washington, DC : American Psychological Association) and Resilience in Children, Families and Communities: Linking Context to Intervention and Policy , Peters, R. Leadbeater, B. J. & McMahon, R. (2005). NY: Kluwer Academic Press.
· An edited volume entitled: Ethics in community-based research with children and adolescents. University of Toronto Press that illuminates ethical challenges in community-based research as well as responses to these challenges (Leadbeater, B. J. Banister, E. Benoit, C.  Jansson, M. Marshall, A. & Riecken, T. (2006)).

Acknowledging contributions to linking university-based research to community partners, in 2005 I received the University of Victoria’s Social Science Faculty Award for Excellence in Community Outreach and in 2008 I received the Victoria Leadership Award for linking the Community and University of Victoria.
For the past 10 years, I have worked with the Rock Solid Foundation of Victoria and a group of talented graduate students on the development and evaluation of the WITS and WITS LEADS programs for the prevention of peer victimization in elementary schools. Initial evidence supports the effectiveness of the WITS programs in reducing peer victimization, and in increasing helping and social responsibility in grades one to three. This program has shown positive effects on the reduction of peer victimization and in increasing socially responsible behavior in young children. 
Ongoing, collaborative research partnerships are the key to creating action from research-based knowledge. Collaborative partnerships engaged in community-relevant research can be rapidly transferred into making a difference in outcomes for children and youth. In the past three years, the WITS program has been adopted in most schools in Victoria BC. The possibility of a whole community who can speak with one voice to prevent peer victimization and bullying has been greatly enhanced by our community-university partnership.
I am hopeful that emerging PREVNet partnerships, specifically, will assist in the dissemination of intervention programs like the WITS Programs across Canada. I think that the partnership overall will have a large scale impact on the reduction of bullying and victimization that will help to enhance our children’s capacity to become socially responsible citizens who care about and for other members of their communities.  

I am benefiting from the partnership with PREVNet in many ways.  For instance, 

· I have met colleagues from across Canada who are interested in research on bullying and victimization. 

· PREVNet has provided opportunities for the dissemination of research to wide audiences of users and decision makers through conferences and book projects. 

· I have also been supported in efforts to network with new investigators and students. 

· I believe that connections for postdoctoral students to study in different places have been created. 
· My own students have had opportunities to network with other faculty, community partners and graduate students across Canada”.


