PREVNet's Featured Researcher – 2nd Edition, Dr. Tina Daniels


PREVNet 's Student Advisory Committee Member, Danielle Quigley interviewed PREVNet researcher Dr. Tina Daniels. Here is what she had to say of her research and partnership with PREVNet: 
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"My main areas of interest relate to social aggression: the use of social aggression to bully, bullying and aggression in girls, and the role of social aggression within the dynamics of girls' close social relationships.

I am so pleased to have had the opportunity to work with the Girl Guides of Canada in order to transfer some of what is know about social aggression to those who are working the front line with girls across Canada. I’m especially pleased with having the tremendous opportunity through Girl Guides to reach such a large number of girls and women in Canada with the PREVNet message.

I’ve recently learned how difficult it is to make research accessible to a broad cross section of Canadian society. I’ve also realized how much of a ‘researcher’ I am and how hard that can be for NGO's who want to know best practices. I often wonder about the best possible way we come to a middle ground. As researchers, we are used to talking to other researchers about our own work using our own language. Another challenge is that our individual interests and most pressing questions are not necessarily those of the NGO's. It is important that both researchers and practitioners working with youth listen to each other and inform each other throughout this process.

My ultimate goal in this partnership with PREVNet is to reach a broad cross section of Canadian society with a message about how to reduce bullying. More specifically, I’m focused on the issues related to social bullying and ultimately my goal is to work toward reducing violence among Canadian youth.

I have already benefited a lot from my partnership with PREVNet. Most specifically, the Girl Guides of Canada have helped me understand and provided me the opportunity to get my message across to a wide audience, indeed, the audience my work is designed and done for. This is most important because if research findings cannot be transmitted to those working with children in Canada in a meaningful way, researchers are wasting their efforts. I have been struck time and time again by how welcoming the NGO's have been and how interested they are in accessing information and strategies for dealing with bullying in Canada."

