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Abstract	  
	  
Bullying plays a role in tragic events including school shootings, teenage suicides and 
related problems (dating aggression, workplace harassment), illustrating that bullying 
(bully, victim, bystander behaviour) is a serious problem for adolescents. Given that 
parents are central socializing agents, examining their influence on bullying is important. 
Similarly, investigating risk factors for bullying behavior such as adolescent behaviour 
problems (e.g. internalizing, externalizing) is essential. Determining how parent 
behaviour, bullying, adolescent behaviour problems, and social skills are related is vital 
for better understanding bullying and developing prevention and intervention programs, 
particularly in high-risk families where the likelihood of negative outcomes is high. The 
current study examined: (1) maternal childhood histories of risk in the prediction of 
adolescents’ bullying behaviour; (2) associations between adolescent behaviour 
problems, social skills, and bullying. Participants were drawn from a prospective 
longitudinal project (Schwartzman, et al., 1985), which originated in 1977. Children were 
recruited from disadvantaged neighborhoods and screened for aggression and social 
withdrawal using the Pupil Evaluation Inventory (Pekarik et al., 1976). Children were 
followed into adulthood, providing a unique opportunity to study the intergenerational 
transfer of risk via maternal childhood histories of aggression and social withdrawal. The 
present study focused on a subsample of 41 mother-child dyads at two time points 
(offspring: Time 1, 9-12-years-old; Time 2, 13-15 years-old). Adolescent behaviour 
problems were assessed at Times 1 and 2 using the Child Behavior Checklist (mother, 
teacher; Achenbach, 2000). Adolescent social skills were assessed at Time 1 using the 
Social Skills rating System (Gesham & Elliot, 1990). Bullying behavior was assessed at 
Time 2 using the Safe School Survey (Totten et al., 2004; adaptation). Results revealed 
that mothers’ childhood histories of Aggression and Social Withdrawal predicted more 
observed bullying. Moreover, associations were found between those children who 
observed bullying and did not intervene (e.g. did not tell, help victim) and their reports of 
feeling afraid/threatened and not wanting to get involved. Internalizing problems in 
adolescents at Time 1 tended to predict observed bullying at Time 2. Finally, teacher 
reports of greater internalizing problems at Time 2 tended to negatively predict being a 
bully at Time 2. Results indicate that: (1) maternal childhood histories of aggression and 
withdrawal predict observed bullying; these children may fulfill bystander roles or be 
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friends with bullies, but do not engage in bullying themselves; (2) internalizing problems 
in preadolescence predict more observed bullying in adolescence, however, in 
adolescence they are negatively associated with being a bully. This finding suggests that 
internalizing problems are associated with bullying over time and may hinder children 
from becoming bullies while simultaneously putting them at risk as bystanders; (3) fewer 
social skills in preadolescence negatively predict taking part in bullying in adolescence. 
Together, results add to the paucity of research on the influence of mothers with 
childhood histories of risk and their children’s bullying and also suggest that adolescent 
internalizing problems and social skills are associated with bullying. Findings have 
implications for a greater understanding of how parent behaviour and child characteristics 
influence bullying.  
	  
	  


