
April 15, 2010 
Cochrane, Alberta 
 
Bullying.org Canada's President Bill Belsey has just returned from a whirlwind trip that took him from 
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains to the lush, green mountains of Colombia to South Pacific City of 
Melbourne, Australia, all in a few days. 
 
The Cochrane, Alberta parent and Canadian educator recently made presentations about bullying, 
cyberbullying and cyberparenting to students, parents and fellow educators at Colegio Granadino, in the 
city of Manizales, Colombia, see: http://www.granadino.edu.co/english/ 
 
Photo Link: Bill Belsey with Colombian educator Tali Uribe (right), see: 
http://www.inukshuk.com/images/Bill_Belsey_Colombian_Teachers.JPG 
 
"Mr. Belsey's visit has had a tremendously positive impact on our school's learning community", said Mr. 
Robert Sims, Director of Colegio Granadino, considered to be one of Colombia's best schools. "Many of 
our staff have indicated that they would like to take Mr. Belsey's online course about bullying for 
educators. Some want to take this Professional Development course now in English from 
www.bullyingcourse.com and others are looking forward to taking it in Spanish when option is offered 
next fall through CES University in Medellin (Colombia) in partnership with Bullying.org. 
 
Shortly after spending time in the mountains of Colombia Mr. Belsey was off to be the keynote speaker 
at Australia's most important National Annual Conference on Bullying in Melbourne. For more conference 
information, see: http://www.ncab.org.au/Page.aspx?ID=148 
 
Mr. Belsey made numerous presentations to an audience of Australian Educators, Administrators, police 
officers, social workers, lawyers, community and Government leaders. One of the VIPs included the 
Hon. Julia Gillard, Australia's Minister of Education and Deputy Prime Minister. Many in Australia believe 
that Ms. Gillard is most likely to become Australia's next Prime Minister. 
 
Deputy Prime Minister Gillard followed Mr. Belsey's keynote presentation and told the crowd with a 
smile, "Mr. Belsey, you are one VERY hard act to follow!" Referring to Mr. Belsey's challenging and 
passionate, conference-opening multimedia presentation that was met with very enthusiastic applause 
form the audience of close to five hundred participants. 
 
Photo Link: Australia's Minister of Education and Deputy Prime Minister, Julia Gillard and Bullying.org 
Canada's President, Bill Belsey, see (Photo Link): http://www.inukshuk.com/images/Bill_Belsey-
Julia_Gillard.jpg 
 
View The Hon Julia Gillard's speech here: 
http://www.amf.org.au/Assets/Files/The%20Hon%20Julliard%20Gillard%20Speech.pdf 
 
Among many points, Mr. Belsey suggested that Australia consider following Canada's lead and have a 
National Bullying Awareness Week as Canada has done for the past eight years after Mr. Belsey first got 
the ball rolling in Canada. see www.bullyingawarenessweek.org. Conference attendees were very 
excited about this prospect and are planning on doing this. Mr. Belsey observed that the reason for 
establishing a bullying awareness week is to challenge all citizens to think about bullying as a 
community health and wellness issue and not simply define bullying as "A school problem". 



"Schools have an important role to play in addressing bullying, but bullying happens in the workplace, 
the hockey rink and even to our seniors. We need to move past the old notions that bullying is 
somehow a 'normal' part of life. Being scared to go to school, or suffering anxiety at work, or hurting 
ourselves or others should never be seen as 'normal' or acceptable", cautions Belsey. 
 
With respect to the issue of cyberbullying, Mr. Belsey told the conference participants and national 
Australian media that, "Cyberbullying is really a relationship issue, NOT a technology issue. "A hammer 
can be used to hurt someone, but a hammer can also be used to build beautiful homes, schools and 
churches. It's not the hammer that's the problem, it's about the choices that we make in how the 
hammer is used that is the real issue. We parents need to become much more aware of and engaged in 
our kids' online activities. Parents need to know that most cyberbullying happens outside of 
school. Being online in my home and in my classroom is a privilege, not a right! Banning and blocking is 
NOT the solution as many kids know how to get around such temporary impediments. The only filter I 
think worth spending time and energy on is the one between our kids' ears, advises Belsey." 
 
Mr. Belsey now has over a dozen invitations to return to other states in Australia, including Tasmania as 
well as an invitation to work with students, parents and educators in Singapore in the future. 
 
Mr. Belsey is a father and educator who teaches grade five at Springbank Middle School of the 
Rockyview School Division.  
 
Mr. Belsey can be reach for comment at: 
 
Phone: 1 403 932-1748 
Cell: 1 403 870-1292 
E-mail: help@bullying.org 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/Bullying_org 
Skype ID: Inukshuk 
 
Bullying.org 
159 Riverview Circle 
Cochrane, Alberta 
Canada 
T4C 1K9 
 
http://www.bullying.org 
"Where you are NOT alone!" 
-The world's most visited and referenced Website about bullying 
 
http://www.cyberbullying.ca 
"Always on? Always Aware!" 
-The world's first Website about cyberbullying 
 
http://www.bullyingcourse.com 
"Learn to be the change!" 
-Offering online courses and Webinars about bullying and cyberbullying 
 


