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Changing professional 

practice in violence prevention 

Research has shown that many 

educators were finding out about 

bullying prevention programs 

through word of mouth or from 

unverified listings and that 15% 

of these programs actually did 

more harm than good.   

The PREVNet / CBPP partnership, 

helped to ensure that researchers 

and practitioners were able to find 

out about programs that have 

been evaluated and shown to be 

effective. 

 

When PREVNet and PHAC’s CBPP partner to improve access to violence 

prevention programs the result is a ‘win-win’ for all! 

Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success. ~ 

Henry Ford 

 

 

In 2010, PREVNet, a growing national network of researchers and organizations working together 

to stop bullying in Canada identified a need for a online tool that would help their members find 

information about best-practice programs in violence prevention.  As they scanned for options, 

they discovered PHAC’s Canadian Best Practices Portal (CBPP) and the seeds of an extremely 

productive and ongoing partnership were sown.   

Working closely with PHAC staff, PREVNet conducted a site 

survey to obtain feedback about the CBPP’s usability and 

held focus groups with violence prevention professionals 

who shared their opinion on potential ways the CBPP could 

meet their needs. As they worked together with PHAC, 

PREVNet realized the value of “bundling” sub topics of 

related interventions in a way that would assist users to 

find information about specific issues, rather than 

searching through programs under the broad categories of 

‘violence prevention’ or ‘family violence’.  Their review also 

revealed that new content should include projects that 

addressed risk and protective factors that contributed to or 

protected against forms of violence and aggression such as 

dating violence among youth, violence among Aboriginal 

populations, child/youth maltreatment and  bullying 

among children and youth. 
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As a result of this work, in 2012, 18 new best practice interventions about violence prevention 

were added to the CBPP and this year, another 20 were included.  PREVNet achieved its goal of 

helping violence professionals to better access information and the CBPP expanded its reach to an 

important area of public health practice. 

But the win-win didn’t stop there.  PREVNet also developed a needs assessment tool for 

stakeholders and a self-evaluation tool for those interested in submitting a program for the CBPP.  

PHAC quickly saw the value of this tool for all visitors to the CBPP and will be adopting it to help 

guide program selection for all of the interventions listed on the CBPP (more than 340 programs). 

Nina Jetha, Manager of the CBPP believes that “The PREVNet / CBPP partnership exemplifies all 

the best things about collaboration.  By working together on this important subject we were able 

to ensure that violence prevention practitioners can access information about high quality, best 

practice interventions they can use to benefit their own programs.”  Kelly Petrunka, PREVNet’s 

Executive Director agrees.  “Our partnership with the CBPP allowed us to save resources and 

achieve our goal of advancing work in violence prevention.  We were delighted to see that the 

number of visits to the CBPP Preventing Violence page increased by 138% from 2162 visits in 

2011/12 to 5141 in the following year.”   

Why should PHAC staff check out the new best practices on the Canadian Best Practices 

Portal? 

The CBPP can provide you with resources and solutions for promoting health and preventing 

diseases. The site consolidates multiple sources of trusted and credible information in one place, 

making it a one-stop shop for busy health professionals and decision-makers. In addition to 

violence prevention, the CBPP has recently added new content on maternal and infant health, 

school nutrition policies, prevention of injury, obesity prevention and much more.  

Bonnie Hostrawser, Acting Manager in the Executive Office of the Centre for Chronic Disease 

Prevention has used the Portal in her work.  Bonnie found that the Portal’s Best Practice 

Interventions Section “provides a good first stop when seeking evidence on various topic areas.” 

According to Bonnie, “The Portal helps decision-makers identify potential interventions in order to 

further explore impact on complex public health issues.” 

 

  


