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This document was prepared by PREVNet, and reviewed by senior law students. Itis
intended to help minors who experience dating violence (i.e., teens under age 18), and
the adults who support them, understand their potential legal rights and resources that
may be available to them. It is intended to be a starting point as you gather information,
and should not be considered formal legal advice. We welcome feedback and will
update these summaries as more information becomes available, or as new
legislation is enacted.

While we do our best to update this information regularly, this may not be an exhaustive
or up-to-date list of all relevant Acts, regulations, policies, and legal considerations
across the country. Depending on your situation, other legal remedies may be available.
Consider seeking legal advice to learn more about your options. If legal advice does not
feel like the right next step, you can also seek the support of a violence prevention
advocate, to help you determine the course of action most appropriate to your own
individual circumstances. A list of violence prevention helplines across the country can
be found here: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/health-

promotion/stop-family-violence/services.html.

Each province and territory has their own legislation or policies that may address the
issue of teen dating violence. Find your province or territory below to learn more about
how the law may deal with teen dating violence experienced by minors where you live.

However, it is important to note that there is no formal teen dating violence
legislation anywhere in Canada. As such, the legislation we describe below
represents law and policy that may apply in cases of dating violence, but whether a
teenis eligible is ultimately at the discretion of the relevant court.

Under the federal Criminal Code, teen dating violence is not a specific criminal
offence, but some behaviours that occur as part of this violence may be crimes. This
caninclude (but is not limited to) physical assault, sexual assault, criminal harassment,
sexual exploitation, and non-consensual sharing of intimate images. Under the Youth
Criminal Justice Act, youth ages 12 to 17 can be charged with Criminal Code offences
for these types of behaviours. If you experience these types of behaviours and it feels
safe to do so, you can consider reporting them to the police or RCMP. Reporting is not
the right choice for everybody — consider talking to a violence prevention advocate first
to get a better understanding of what reporting might look like, and what might happen if
you choose to report, so you can make an informed decision about what is best for you.
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Alberta

In Alberta, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence is also not
mentioned in the Protection Against Family Violence Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act and the

Education Act. Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Code,

the Residential Tenancies Act, and the Protecting Victims of Non-Consensual Distribution of
Intimate Images Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence - such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to Alberta.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Alberta, there are three types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears for
their safety: (1) family violence protection orders (Emergency and King’s Bench), (2) restraining
orders, and (3) peace bonds. Federally, individuals living on First Nations reserves can also
apply for an emergency protection order. Each of these are described below, including likely
eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Protection Order

What is it?

e Protection orders are issued when family violence has happened, and there is a need for
protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

e In Alberta, there are two kinds of protection orders: Emergency Protection Orders and King’s
Bench Protection Orders.

o The main difference between an Emergency Protection Order and King’s Bench
Protection Order is the need for notice. Emergency protection orders do not need
notice, but need urgency, whereas King’s Bench Protection Orders require notice,
but fear of violence can be less imminent.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for an Emergency
Protection Order or a King’s Bench protection order under Alberta’s Protection Against

Family Violence Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,
dating relationships among minors would not meet the definition of family
member as stated in the Act. Emergency Protection Orders and King’s Bench
Protection Orders are only available for violence or threats of violence between
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family members. The Act defines family members as:
= Persons who are/have been married;
= Persons who are/have been adult interdependent partners;
= Persons who live/lived together in an intimate relationship; or,
= Persons who have children together; or,
= Personsrelated by blood, marriage, adoption or interdependent
relationships.

Restraining Order
What is it?

A restraining order is a legal order that prohibits one person or party from contacting another

person.

Who is eligible?

If another person makes a teen fear for their safety, the teen (aged 14 and up) or a
parent/guardian can file an application for a restraining order with the Court of King’s Bench
in Alberta.

An individual can apply for a restraining order against anyone who is causing them to fear for
their safety, for someone else’s safety, or to the safety of their property. Actions of teen
dating violence, including physical and sexual violence/harassment, intimidation, stalking,
non-stop phone calls or text messages, and threats are examples of actions that could merit
arestraining order.

What else should | know?
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You will need to complete an Application for a Restraining Order. As part of this, the person
applying for the restraining order must normally tell the other person that they are filing
for a restraining order (called service). The applicant should not serve the restraining order
themselves. They can have a friend, family member, or Process Service deliver the
document for them.

o Depending on the circumstances, an application for a restraining order may be
made with notice or without notice to the other person. If an application is made
with notice, the other person will need to be given the court documents before the
hearing. In urgent situations, the court may allow an application to proceed without
first notifying the other person. If you are unsure which process applies to your
situation or how to complete the appropriate forms, you can visit the Court of King’s
Bench of Alberta website for information about the court process. You may also wish
to contact a violence prevention advocate for additional information and support.

Once the order has been granted, the filed order is provided to the police or RCMP for
enforcement purpose.
The applicant will need to make an application according to Rule 12.33(1) of the Alberta
Rules of Court.
o The applicant will need to make a sworn affidavit to support the application.
o Any person with related evidence, including minors, may be asked to provide
evidence to the court.



Restraining orders usually last 3 months but can also be permanent. Restraining orders are
generally enforceable only within the province or territory in which they are granted.
Additional steps may be required if an individual wishes to have the order recognized or
enforced in another province or territory.

Peace Bond
What s it?

A peace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).
o Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?
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The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders
under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
courts with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Alberta’s Family Violence Info
Line, a toll-free, 24/7, confidential, multi-lingual helpline (call or text: 310-1818).

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the



hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enterinto a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

o [Ifatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of domestic
violence (including violence experienced in a dating relationship), a tenancy agreement can
be terminated prematurely with 28 days of notice under the Residential Tenancies Act.

o To obtain this relief, the tenant needs to provide a certificate from a designated authority
(medical professionals, social workers or police officers) confirming there is a risk to safety
of the tenant.
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Domestic Violence Leave
e Minors who are employed can apply for up to 10 days of domestic violence leave per year to
seek medical help or legal assistance under the Employment Standard Code.

o Domestic violence leave is available for those in dating relationships. Actions of teen dating
violence, including physical and sexual abuse/harassment, stalking, non-stop phone calls
or text messages, and threats are considered domestic violence under this Act.

o To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for at least
90 days. The youth also needs to give the employer as much notice as is reasonable in the
circumstances.

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent

What is it?

e InAlberta, itisillegal to distribute intimate images of another without consent under the
Protecting Victims of Non-consensual Distribution of Intimate Images Act.

o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person does
not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.
e This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed or
threatened to be distributed by another person without their consent.

Who is eligible?
e Anyone in Alberta who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed without their
consent.
o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a visual recording of a person made by any
means, including photos, film, or videos. This legislation also covers images that
were originally taken with consent but were later distributed without consent.

What else should | know?

o Aparentorlegal guardian can start a legal action on behalf of a minor child whose intimate
images have been distributed without consent. The court can award damages and/or
injunctions requiring takedown of the images.

o Inthese cases, there is no need to prove damages.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Underthe Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, any person in Alberta (including
parents, caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes

that a child under age 18 is in need of intervention has a responsibility to report it to a
director of Child and Youth Services or to the police.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical injury or sexual abuse, from emotional injury, or from cruel and
unusual treatment.
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e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local Child and Youth services office for consultation.

e Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of a maximum of $10,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of 6 months.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

o Alberta’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However, a
teacher or principal can suspend a student for a maximum of 5 days for engaging in
behaviour that could physically or mentally effect the well-being of others in the school,
distributing an intimate image of another person knowing that the person in the image did
not consent to its distribution, or otherwise breaking the school board’s code of conduct.

e Ateacher or principal can suspend a student for this type of behaviour, whether it occurred
on or off school property. A principal can also submit a written report to the board of
trustees of a school board recommending that a student be expelled for this behaviour.

e School boards across Alberta have different codes of conduct, but the prohibited actions
listed in their respective codes of conduct may be broad enough to cover behaviours related
to teen dating violence (e.g., conduct which harms the physical or mental well-being of
another student).
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British Columbia

In British Columbia, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. There is also no
formal legislation on domestic, family, or intimate partner violence in effect. Instead, family
violence is addressed in the province’s Family Law Act. This Act does not mention teen dating
violence.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child, Family and Community Act and the School Act.
Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Act, the Residential
Tenancy Act, and the Intimate Images Protection Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since
these are federal laws, they apply to British Columbia.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In British Columbia, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual
fears for their safety: (1) protection orders and (2) peace bonds. Federally, individuals living on
First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order. Each of these are
described below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Protection Order
What s it?
e Protection orders are issued when family violence has happened, and there is a need for

protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing dating violence likely cannot apply for a protection order under
British Columbia’s Family Law Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are married or living together in a marriage-like
relationship, or have a child in common, dating relationships among minors would
not meet the definition of family member as stated in the Act. Family Law Act
Protection Orders are only available for violence or threats of violence between
family members. The Act defines family members as:

= Aspouse/former spouse or person with whom you are living or have lived
with in a marriage-like relationship;

= Aperson with whom you share child;

=  Your child; or,

= Apersonwho lives with and is related to you.
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Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.

o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

e Underthe Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.

= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.

= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).

= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

e The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with VictimLinkBC, a toll-free, 24/7,
confidential, multi-lingual helpline (1-800-563-0808 or VictimLinkBC@bc211.ca).

e |ndividuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A

person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

o After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
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are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence
Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e Ifatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of family violence,

a tenancy agreement can be terminated early without notice under the Residential Tenancy
Act. However, this Act uses the same definition of family violence as the Family Law
Act, and so dating relationships where there is not a child in common or the partners
are not living together are unlikely to meet eligibility criteria.

Domestic and Sexual Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for up to 5 days of paid leave, 5 days of unpaid leave,
and an additional 15 weeks of unpaid leave per year to seek medical help or legal assistance
relating to domestic and sexual violence under the Employment Standards Act.

o Domestic and sexual violence leave is available for those in dating relationships. Actions of
teen dating violence, including physical and sexual abuse/harassment, stalking, hon-stop
phone calls or text messages, and threats are considered domestic violence under this Act.
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¢ Employees must request leave from their employer and follow the normal processes for
requesting leave. Advance notice is not required. The employer can request reasonable,
sufficient proof indicating that the employee is entitled to leave on these grounds.

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent

What is it?

e In British Columbia, it is illegal to distribute an intimate image of another person without
explicit consent of the person, under the Intimate Images Protection Act .

o Consentto take an intimate image is not the same as consent to distribute the
image.
e This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed or
threatened to be distributed by another person without their consent.

Who is eligible?
e Anyone in British Columbia who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed
without their consent.
o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a visual recording or visual simultaneous
representation of a person, whether or not the individual is identifiable and whether
or not the image has been altered in any way.

What else should | know?

e Minors can start an action themselves if they are over 14 years old. Minors between 12-14
years old can authorize another person over 14 years old to apply on their behalf for relief.
The act offers support and remedies such as an expedited intimate image protection order
(which removes images online), publication ban and injunctions for victims.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

¢ Under the Child, Family and Community Service Act, any person in British Columbia

(including parents, caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably
believes that a child under age 19 is in need of intervention has a responsibility to report it to
a child welfare worker.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the child has been,
oris likely to be, physically harmed, sexually abused or sexually exploited by
another person and the child’s parent/guardian is unwilling or unable to protect
the child, or if a child is emotionally harmed by their parent’s conduct.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local child welfare office for consultation.

o Foreducators, informing a principal or colleague does not relieve a teacher from
their duty to report to a child welfare worker/agency.
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o Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a maximum fine of $10,000 and/or up to 6
months in prison.

Reporting to a Principal or the School Board

e British Columbia’s School Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However,
under this Act, teachers have a duty to ensure that students obey their school board’s code
of conduct. Codes of conduct vary between school boards, but typically prohibit behaviour
that could physically or emotionally harm others. Prohibited actions listed in school board
codes of conduct may also be broad enough to cover behaviours related to dating violence
(e.g., conduct which harms the mental well-being of another student; image distribution).

e Under the School Act, boards are required to establish a code of conduct for students.
Codes of conduct can include the school board’s rules for suspending students. Under the
School Act, a principal, vice principal or director of instruction of a school, or the
superintendent of schools, may also suspend a student if the rules provided by their school
board do not provide otherwise, and as long as the suspension is carried out in accordance
with the school board’s rules.
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Manitoba

In Manitoba, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence is also
not mentioned in the Domestic Violence and Stalking Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child and Family Services Act and the Public Schools
Act. Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Code, the

Residential Tenancies Act, and the Non-Consensual Distribution of Intimate Images Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since
these are federal laws, they apply to Manitoba.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Manitoba, there are three types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears for
their safety: (1) protection orders, (2) prevention orders, and (3) peace bonds. Federally,
individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order.

Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating
violence.

Protection Order

What is it?
e Aprotection orderis a court order that forbids a person from having contact with another
person.

¢ In Manitoba, individuals can apply to a justice of the peace for a protection order if they have
been victims of domestic violence. Domestic violence occurs when a person is subjected to
harmful behaviour by someone with whom they have or had a dating relationship.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence may be able to apply for a protection order
under Manitoba’s Domestic Violence and Stalking Act.

o Thisis because the act specifies that people in dating relationships are eligible to
apply, whether or not they have lived together or have a child in common. However,
the act does not specify age requirements for applications, and so it is possible the
court may not consider the act applicable to minors. If minors are considered
eligible by the court, they will need a parent or guardian to apply on their behalf (i.e.,
they are not eligible to apply on their own). When applying for a protection order,
proof of stalking or domestic violence must be provided under oath.

What else should | know?

e Aprotection orderis valid for 3 years.
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e Acourtcanissue a publication ban to prevent broadcasting of information that would
identify a child.

Prevention Order

What is it?

e Aprevention order is another remedy available under the Domestic Violence and Stalking
Act. Individuals experiencing domestic violence or stalking can apply to the Court of King’s
Bench for a prevention order. Like a protection order, a prevention order can also forbid a
person from having contact with another person.

e The main difference between a protection order and a prevention order is that the Court of
King’s Bench has wider authority, especially with property, so a prevention order can include
additional terms such as:

o Granting exclusive occupation to family home or personal property.

o Prohibiting an abuser from damaging or dealing with property of the
applicant.

o Authorizing police to seize items used to further domestic violence or
stalking, such as weapons or vehicles.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence may be able to apply for a prevention order
under Manitoba’s Domestic Violence and Stalking Act.
o Thisis because the act specifies that people in dating relationships are eligible to
apply, whether or not they have lived together or have a child in common. However,
the act does not specify age requirements for applications, and so it is possible the

court may not consider the act applicable to minors. If minors are considered
eligible by the court, they will need a parent or guardian to apply on their behalf (i.e.,
they are not eligible to apply on their own).

What else should | know?

e There are more procedural steps involved in getting a prevention order, as compared to a
protection order. It is also more expensive to get a prevention order. A hearing with
presentation of evidence is required. A prevention order remains in effect indefinitely unless
the judge specifies an expiry date.

e Acourtcanissue a publication ban to prevent broadcasting of information that would
identify a child.

Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
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o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with the Government of Manitoba’s
24/7, confidential Domestic Violence Crisis line (1-877-977-0007).

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

A Justice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enterinto a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

A copy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
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about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |ftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors), or a child of a tenant, has been the victim of domestic
violence (including violence experienced in a dating relationship), a tenancy agreement can
be terminated prematurely with notice for one payment period under the Residential
Tenancies Act.

e To obtain this relief, the tenant needs to provide notice to the landlord indicating that the
tenant or a child of a tenant has been a subject of domestic, interpersonal or sexual
violence, or stalking.

Interpersonal Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for 5 days of paid leave, 5 days of unpaid leave, and an
additional 17 weeks of unpaid leave per year to seek medical help or legal assistance
relating to interpersonal violence (domestic violence and stalking) under the Employment
Standard Code.

e Interpersonalviolence leave is available for those in dating relationships. Actions of youth
dating violence, including physical and sexual abuse/harassment, stalking, non-stop phone
calls or text messages, and threats are considered domestic violence under this Act.

e To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for at least
90 days. The youth also need to give the employer as much notice as is reasonable in the
circumstances.
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Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent

What is it?

e |InManitoba, Itisillegal to distribute intimate images of another without consent under the
Non-Consensual Distribution of Intimate Images Act.

o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person
does not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.
e This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed by
another person without their consent.

Who is eligible?
e Anyone in Manitoba who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed without their
consent.
o Anintimate image includes bother personal and fake intimate images.

What else should | know?

o Aparentorlegal guardian can start a legal action on behalf of a child whose intimate images
has been distributed without consent. The court can award damages and/or injunctions
requiring takedown of the images.

o Inthese cases, there is no need to prove damages.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Underthe Child and Family Services Act, any person in Manitoba (including parents,

caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes that a
child under the age of 18 is in need of intervention has a responsibility to report it to Child
and Family Services (or Indigenous Service Provider, if relevant) in their region.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to provide adequate care,
supervision or control of the child, including failure to protect from abuse,
harm, injury, aggression, or sexual harassment that endangers the life, health,
or emotional well-being of the child.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local Child and Family services office for consultation.

e Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of a maximum of $50,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of 24 months.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e Manitoba’s Public Schools Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However,

teachers must report student conduct that violates the school’s code of conduct to the
school’s principal as soon as reasonably possible.
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e Schools in Manitoba are also required to prohibit behaviour that is physically, sexually or
psychologically abusive. Most schools’ codes of conduct will not explicitly mention teen
dating violence, but these prohibited behaviours may be broad enough to cover behaviours
related to dating violence, even if it is not specifically named.
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New Brunswick

In New Brunswick, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence is
also not mentioned in the Intimate Partner Violence Intervention Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child and Youth Well-Being Act and the Education Act.
Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Act, the Residential

Tenancies Act, and the Intimate Images Unlawful Distribution Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to New Brunswick.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In New Brunswick, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears
for their safety: (1) emergency intervention orders and (2) peace bonds. Federally, individuals
living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order. Each of these
are described below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Emergency Intervention Order

What is it?

e Anemergency intervention order is a legal order that prohibits one person or party from
contacting another person.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence may be able to apply for an Emergency
Intervention Order under New Brunswick’s Intimate Partner Violence Intervention Act.

o Thisis because individuals who have experienced violence from a partner with
whom they are/have been in a dating/romantic relationship can apply for an
emergency intervention order.

e The act does not specify the minimum age at which minors may be eligible to receive an
Emergency Intervention Order.

e A parent/guardian would need to apply for the Emergency Intervention Order on the minor’s
behalf.

What else should | know?

e Anemergency intervention order can last up to 180 days. A parent/guardian can apply for an
emergency intervention order on behalf of a minor by speaking to a police officer, victim
services, transition house, second-stage housing, a domestic violence outreach worker, or a
social worker from the Department of Social Development.
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Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.

o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

e Underthe Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.

= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.

= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).

= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

e The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with New Brunswick’s Department
of Social Development Helpline, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (1-833-733-7835).

e |ndividuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

o After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
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are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Ifthe youthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of domestic,
sexual, or intimate partner violence (including violence experienced in a dating
relationship), a tenancy agreement can be terminated prematurely with notice under the
Residential Tenancies Act.

o To obtain this relief, the tenant needs to provide notice to the landlord and a document
indicating that the tenant or the child of a tenant has been a subject of domestic violence,
intimate partner violence or sexual violence. The document must be one of the following:

o Anemergency intervention order under the Intimate Partner Violence Intervention
Act;
An order from the court; or,
A declaration from a third party that follows a prescribed form.

V2 July 152026 20



Domestic Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for 10 days of leave (5 paid) and up to 16 weeks of
unpaid leave continuously per year to seeking medical help or legal assistance for
domestic, sexual, or intimate partner violence under the Employment Standards Act.

e Domestic, sexual, or intimate partner violence leave is available for those in dating
relationships. Actions of teen dating violence, including sexual violence, may be considered
intimate partner violence under this Act.

e To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for more
than 90 days. The youth also need to give the employer as much notice as is reasonable in
the circumstances. Notice needs to include the employee’s intention to take a leave,
aligned with one of the allowed purposes described in the Domestic Violence, Intimate

Partner Violence, or Sexual Violence Leave Regulation.

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent

What is it?

o In New Brunswick, it is illegal to distribute intimate images of another without consent
under the Intimate Images Unlawful Distribution Act.

o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person
does not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.

Who is eligible?
e Anyone in New Brunswick who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed without
their consent.
o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a visual recording of the person,
whether or not the personalis identifiable and whether or not the image has
been altered in any way.

What else should | know?

e A minor ortheir parent/guardian can start a legal action if intimate images have been
distributed without consent. The court can award damages and/or injunctions requiring
takedown of the images. A court can also order a publication ban to keep information
confidential.

o Inthese cases, there is no need to prove damages.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence

Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police
e Underthe Child and Youth Well-Being Act, the following people, if they reasonably believe

that a child under age 16 is in need of intervention, have a requirement to report it to the
Department of Social Development.
o Health professionals (e.g., physician, physician’s assistant, nurse, psychologist,
dentist, etc.)
o Social service professionals (e.g., social worker, social work administrator, etc.)
o Education professionals (e.g., professor, teacher, guidance counsellor, etc.)
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o Childcare professionals (anyone who works in an early learning and childcare
facility or any other location where childcare is provided)
o Law enforcement professionals (e.g., police officer, CBSA officer, residential
tenancies officer, etc.)
Intimate partner violence or domestic violence intervenor
Recreational services administrator or worker
Any person who by virtue of their employment or profession has a duty of care
towards a child or youth
e As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the parent/guardian of
the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from physical harm, sexual
harm, sexual exploitation, or psychological or emotional harm (or substantial risk
of these harms). Reporting is also required if the child is likely to intentionally injury
themselves or another person, or for children under 12 years of age, it is likely that
the child has committed a criminal act.
e Ifanamed professional believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their
child from these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are
unsure, you can connect with your local child welfare office for consultation.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

o New Brunswick’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence.
However, schools should have policies and practices in place to prevent and address
disrespectful behaviour or misconduct. The act defines misconduct as any behaviour
exhibited by a person that is viewed by the school or school district officials as extreme and
unacceptable, including, but not limited to, bullying, cyberbullying, and hazing or any other
form of intimidation. This also includes misconduct that occurs outside school hours and
off school property, if the behaviour affects the school environment. These prohibited
behaviours may be broad enough to cover behaviours related to teen dating violence.

e Teachers are also required to keep an accurate, written record of notable incidents of
misconduct and how the incidents are handled. Teachers must keep school administrators
informed concerning specific and general discipline issues.

o Ifdisciplinary action is taken, teachers or other school personnel must make
parents/guardians aware of problems involving their child and will be encouraged to
take part in developing an intervention plan, as appropriate.
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Newfoundland and Labrador

In Newfoundland and Labrador, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen
dating violence is also not mentioned in the Family Violence Protection Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child, Youth and Families Act and the Schools Act.
Other forms of relief may be available under the Labour Standards Act, the Residential
Tenancies Act, and the Intimate Images Protection Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since
these are federal laws, they apply to Newfoundland and Labrador.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Newfoundland and Labrador, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an
individual fears for their safety: (1) emergency protection orders and (2) peace bonds. Federally,
individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order.
Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating
violence.

Emergency Protection Order

What is it?

e Anemergency protection order is a legal order that prohibits one person or party from
contacting another person.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for an Emergency
Protection Order under Newfoundland and Labrador’s Family Violence Protection Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,
dating relationships would likely not meet the definition of an applicant as
stated in the Act. The Act defines eligible applicants as

= Persons who are/have been in a conjugal relationship, whether inside or
outside of marriage;

= Persons who have children together; or,

= Persons related by blood, marriage, adoption or an interdependent
relationship.
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Peace Bond
What s it?

A peace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).
o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Newfoundland & Labrador’s
Domestic Violence Help Line, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (call or text: 1-888-
709-7090).

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.
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e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of domestic,
sexual, or intimate partner violence (including violence experienced in a dating
relationship), a tenancy agreement can be terminated prematurely with 30 days of notice
under the Residential Tenancies Act.

o To obtain this relief, the tenant needs to provide a certificate to the landlord. The certificate
is issued by the Director of Residential Tenancies. The Director is obligated to respond to a
request for certification within 5 business days.

e Acertificate may be obtained by providing the Director of Residential Tenancies with:

o Acopyof an emergency protection order under the Family Violence Protection Act;

or,
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o Astatement from a professional (medical practitioner, nurse, social worker, RCMP)
confirming that the tenant or a child residing with the tenant has been the subject of
family violence.

Domestic Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for 3 days paid leave and 7 days unpaid leave per year
to seek medical help or legal assistance for domestic, sexual, or intimate partner violence
under the Labour Standards Act. Family violence is narrowly defined but includes those who

has been in an intimate relationship, which appears to include dating relationships.

o To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for at least
30 days. The youth also need to give the employer as much notice as is reasonable in the
circumstances.

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent

What is it?

¢ In Newfoundland & Labrador, itis illegal to distribute intimate images of another without
consent under the Intimate Images Protection Act.

o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person does
not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.
e This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed or by
another person without their consent.

Who is eligible?
e Anyone in Newfoundland & Labrador who has had an intimate image of themselves
distributed without their consent.
o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a visual recording of a person made by any
means, including photos, film, or videos.

What else should | know?

e A minor ortheir parent can start a legal action if intimate images have been distributed
without consent. The court can award damages and/or injunctions requiring takedown of
the images. There will be an automatic publication ban if persons involved are minors.

o Thereis no need to prove damages.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Under the Children, Youth and Families Act, any person in Newfoundland & Labrador who

performs professional or official duties with respect to a child under 16 years of age (e.g.,
heath care professionals, psychologists, teachers, principals, religious leaders, etc.) and
who reasonably believes that the child is in need of intervention, has a responsibility to
report it to a manager, social worker, or peace officer.
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o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical harm, emotional harm, or sexual abuse or exploitation. Reporting is
also required for children under 12 years of age who have caused injury to or
threatened to cause injury to another person.

If a person has information that a child is or may need protection from physical, emotional
or sexual abuse and the child’s parent does not protect the child, they must immediately
report this information to a manager, social worker, or peace officer. If you are unsure, you
can connect with your local child welfare office for consultation.

Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a maximum fine of $10,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of 6 months.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

Newfoundland & Labrador’s Schools Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence.
However, teachers do have a responsibility to promote a safe and caring learning
environment, as well as maintain order and discipline in the school.

o The province’s Bullying Intervention Protocol requires that teachers intervene
immediately in situations of bullying. In this protocol, bullying is defined as
“repeated behaviour that is intended to cause harm to another person”. Teen dating
violence behaviours may be considered a form of bullying that are covered by this
definition.

V2 July 15 2026 27



Northwest Territories

In the Northwest Territories, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating
violence is also not mentioned in the Protection Against Family Violence Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child and Family Services Act and the Education Act.
Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Act and the Residential
Tenancies Act. The Northwest Territories does not currently have legislation specific to intimate
image distribution.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence - such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since
these are federal laws, they apply to the Northwest Territories.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In the Northwest Territories, there are three types of potential orders that may be used if an
individual fears for their safety: (1) emergency protection orders, (2) restraining orders, and (3)
peace bonds. Federally, individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an
emergency protection order. Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility for
minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Emergency Protection Order
What is it?
e Protection orders are issued when family violence has happened, and there is a need for

protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for an Emergency

Protection Order under the Northwest Territories’ Protection Against Family Violence
Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,

dating relationships among minors would not meet the definition of family member
as stated in the Act. The Act defines family members as:
= Aspouse or former spouse;
= Apersonwho lives with, or who has lived with, the person in an intimate
or family relationship;
= People who have a child together; or,
= Aparent or grandparent.
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Restraining Order

What is it?

e Restraining orders can prevent a person from molesting, annoying, or harassing the
applicant or any children in the applicant’s custody. They can also prevent someone from
communicating with the applicant or their children.

Who is eligible?
e Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for a Restraining Order
under the Northwest Territories’ Children’s Law Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,
dating relationships among minors would not meet the definition for an applicant as
stated in the Act. The Act defines eligible applicants as:

=  Persons who are or who have cohabitated with the victim, or who are the
parent (or claim to be the parent) of a child in the victim’s lawful custody.

Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.

o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

e Underthe Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.

= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

e The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with the NWT Shelter Network 24/7
at 1-866-223-7775.

e |ndividuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
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include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

e After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence
Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of family violence,
a tenant may apply to a rental officer for termination of a tenancy agreement under the
Residential Tenancies Act. However, this Act uses the same definition of family violence
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as the Protection Against Family Violence Act, and so dating relationships where there
is not a child in common or the partners are not living together are unlikely to meet
eligibility criteria.

To obtain this relief, the tenant needs to provide a copy of an emergency protection order,
restraining order, or peace bond.

Family Violence Leave

Minors who are employed can apply for up to 10 days of leave (5 paid) and up to 15 weeks of
leave per year to seeking medical help or legal assistance for purposes related to family
violence under the Employment Standards Act. However, this Act uses the same

definition of family violence as the Protection Against Family Violence Act, and so
dating relationships where there is not a child in common or the partners are not living
together are unlikely to meet the eligibility criteria.

To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for at least
30 days for unpaid leave and 90 days for paid leave. Youth also need to give the employer as
much notice as is reasonable in the circumstances.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to Child and Youth Services or Police

Under the Child and Family Services Act, any person in the Northwest Territories (including

parents, caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes

that a child under age 16 is in need of intervention has a responsibility to report it to a Child

Protection Worker. If a Child Protection Worker is not available, they must report to a peace

officer or an authorized person. They cannot delegate the duty to report to another person.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical, sexual or emotional (including but not limited to severe anxiety,
depression, withdrawal, self-destructive behaviour, or aggressive behaviour
towards others) harm, or sexual exploitation, or the substantial risk of such
harm(s). Reporting is also required for children under 12 years of age, if the
child has killed or seriously injured another person or has caused injury to
others.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child
from these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure,
you can connect with your local child protection office for consultation.

e Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a maximum fine of $5,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of 6 months.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e The Northwest Territories’ Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating
violence. However, teachers and school administrators have a duty to ensure the safety
of students.
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o This act does define bullying. Bullying is defined as behaviour that causes harm,
fear or distress to another individual, including behaviour that causes physical,
psychological, social or academic harm to another student, their reputation
and/or their property by physical, verbal, electronic, written or other means.
These prohibited actions may be broad enough to cover behaviours related to
teen dating violence (e.g., conduct which harms the physical or psychological
well-being of another student).

e As part of the Education Act, the Safe Schools Regulations require all schools in the
Northwest Territories to establish Safe and Caring School Committees that develop safe
school plans to address bullying. These plans include guidelines on how teachers can
report incidents of bullying.

o Ifateacherfeels that an instance of teen dating violence meets the definition of
bullying, they are required to report this behaviour. How a teacher can report this
behaviour may depend on the policies of an individual school’s safe school plan.
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Nova Scotia

In Nova Scotia, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence is
also not mentioned in the Domestic Violence Intervention Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Children and Family Services Act and the Education

Act. Other forms of relief may be available under the Labour Standards Code, the Residential

Tenancies Act, and the Intimate Images and Cyber-Protection Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to Nova Scotia.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Nova Scotia, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears for
their safety: (1) emergency protection orders and (2) peace bonds. Federally, individuals living
on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order. Each of these are
described below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Emergency Protection Order

What is it?

e Protection orders are issued when domestic violence has happened, and there is a need for
protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

o Anemergency protection order can order a perpetrator of domestic violence to stay
away from any place identified in the order, not to contact the victim or another
person, and not to commit any more violence against the victim, among other
things.

e Emergency protection orders are available 24/7 and remain in effect for up to 30 days based
on the justice’s direction.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for an Emergency
Protection Order under Nova Scotia’s Domestic Violence Intervention Act. However,

the act does specify that individuals aged 16 and up can apply for an Emergency
Protection Order if their relationship meets the definition below.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,
dating relationships among minors would not meet the definitions within this Act. To
apply for a protection order, the victim has to be at least 16 years of age and have
experienced domestic violence by another person who:

= Lives with or has lived with the victim in a conjugal relationship; or,
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= |s a parent of one or more children with the victim (regardless of marital
status or living situation).
Peace officers, victim service workers employed by the Nova Scotia Department of Justice,
the police or the RCMP, and designated employees of a transition house that is a member of
the Transition House Association of Nova Scotia, may also report on behalf of a victim of
domestic violence.

Peace Bond
What s it?

A peace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).
o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personal injury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders
under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a

peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Nova Scotia’s Neighbours,
Friends, and Families Line at 1-855-225-0220.

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.
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e After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence
Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors aged 16 and up) is a victim of domestic violence, a tenancy
agreement can be terminated prematurely under the Residential Tenancies Act. However,

this Act uses the same definition of family violence as the Domestic Violence
Intervention Act, and so dating relationships where there is not a child in common or
the partners are not living together are unlikely to meet eligibility criteria.
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Domestic Violence Leave

Minors who are employed can apply for up to 10 days of domestic violence leave per year
(and up to 16 weeks of leave in a continuous period) to seek medical help or legal
assistance related to domestic violence under the Labour Standards Code.

Domestic violence leave is available for those in dating relationships. Actions of teen dating
violence, including physical and sexual abuse/harassment, stalking, non-stop phone calls
or text messages, and threats are considered domestic violence under this Act.

To obtain this leave, the youth need to give the employer as much notice as is reasonable in
the circumstances.

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent
What is it?

In Nova Scotia, It isillegal to distribute intimate images of another without consent under
the Intimate Images and Cyber-Protection Act.

o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person does
not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.
This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed by
another person without their consent.
This Act also includes cyberbullying as a prohibited action. It is possible that technology-
facilitated teen dating violence could fall under the definition of cyberbullying (e.g., threats,
intimidation, menacing conduct; disclosure of sensitive personal facts; harassment).

Who is eligible?

Anyone in Nova Scotia who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed without
their consent, and/or who was the victim of cyberbullying.

o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a visual recording of a person made by any
means, including photos, film, or videos.

o Cyberbullying is defined as electronic communications (e.g., text messages,
photographs, writing) that cause or are likely to cause harm to a person’s health or
well-being, where the person responsible for the communication maliciously
intended to cause harm to their health or well-being.

What else should | know?

A parent or legal guardian can start a legal action on behalf of a minor child whose intimate
images have been distributed without consent, and/or who was the victim of cyberbullying.
The court can award damages and/or injunctions requiring takedown of the images and
communications, and can also prohibit communications by the person who was doing the
cyberbullying

o Inthese cases, there is no need to prove damages.
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Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Under the Children and Family Services Act, any person in Nova Scotia (including parents,

caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes that a
child under 19 years of age has suffered abuse, or may be at risk of abuse in the imminent
future, must report this situation to their regional Child Welfare office.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical harm, sexual abuse, and/or emotional abuse (or substantial risk of
such harm/abuse). Reporting is also required for children under 12 years of
age if the child has killed or seriously injured another person, or who has on
more than one occasion injured another person with the encouragement of
a parent/guardian or because of the parent/guardian’s failure or inability to
supervise adequately.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of harms or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local child welfare office for consultation.

e Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a maximum of $5,000 and/or a maximum of one
year in prison.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e Nova Scotia’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However,
teachers are required to report instances of “unacceptable behaviour” to the school’s
principal.

o Unacceptable behaviour includes acts of physical violence, sexual harassment and
verbal abuse, and thus may be broad enough to cover behaviours related to teen
dating violence.

e School boards across Nova Scotia have different codes of conduct, but the prohibited
actions listed in their respective codes of conduct may be broad enough to cover
behaviours related to teen dating violence (e.g., conduct which harms the physical or
mental well-being of another student).
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Nunavut

In Nunavut, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence is also
not mentioned in the Family Abuse Intervention Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child and Family Services Act and the Education Act.
Nunavut does not currently have legislation specific to intimate image distribution.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence - such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since
these are federal laws, they apply to Nunavut.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Nunavut, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears for
their safety: (1) emergency protection orders, assistance orders, and community intervention
orders and (2) peace bonds. Federally, individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply
for an emergency protection order. Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility
for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Emergency Protection Order, Assistance Order, and Community

Intervention Order

What is it?

e Emergency Protection Orders are issued if (1) family abuse has occurred, (2) the family
abuse is likely to continue, and (3) the order is necessary for the immediate protection of a
person. All three criteria must be met to receive an emergency protection order.

o Family abuse occurs when abuse is inflicted by a person with whom the victim has a
spousal, intimate, family, or care relationship. This includes actions of physical
violence, sexual violence, mental or emotional abuse, and stalking behaviours, as
well as injury and fear of injury, and damage to property.

e |fthe situation does not meet all three criteria for an emergency protection order, an
individual can instead apply for an Assistance Order if (1) family abuse has occurred and (2)
the family abuse is likely to continue.

o Assistance orders can include no-contact and property provisions.

e |fthe situation does not meet all three criteria for an emergency protection order or all two
criteria for an assistance order, an individual can instead apply for a Community
Intervention Order if (1) family abuse has occurred.

o Communication intervention orders can include traditional Inuit counselling, as well
as a prohibition on use of violent behaviours by the perpetrator.
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Who is eligible?

Minors experiencing teen dating violence may be eligible to apply for an Emergency
Protection Order, Assistance Order, or Community Intervention Order under Nunavut’s
Family Abuse Intervention Act.

o Thisis because the act specifies that individuals over age 14 can apply for
emergency protection orders under this act, including those in dating
relationships. To qualify, a dating relationship needs to be one where the
partners’ lives are “enmeshed” (i.e., the actions of one partner affect the
actions or life of the other partner, to such a degree that it is difficult to escape).
To be enmeshed, partners do not need to have lived or be living together, or
have a child together. However, having just dated someone is not strong enough
to prove an enmeshed relationship; you or your child must prove that the
boundaries are unclear, and that the ties are difficult to sever.

What else should | know?

Minors aged 14 or older are able to self-petition for an Emergency Protection Order,
Assistance Order, or Community Intervention Order. This means they can apply for one of
these orders on their own, without the involvement of a parent or guardian.

To apply for an order, individuals should connect with their local Community Justice
Outreach Worker. If you need help after regular business hours, you can call the Family
Abuse Intervention Emergency On-Call line at 1-844-534-1038. Help is available in both
English and Inuktitut.

Peace Bond
What is it?

A peace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).
o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
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= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Nunavut’s Kamatsiaqtut
Helpline, a toll-free, anonymous, confidential, 24/7 helpline (call: 867-979-3333 locally in
Nunavut, or 1-800-265-3333 outside of Igaluit and residents of Nunavumiut).

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

A Justice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enterinto a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

A copy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

None currently available

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Underthe Child and Family Services Act, any person in Nunavut (including parents,

caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes that a
child under age 16 is in need of protection must report this information to a Child
Protection worker. If a Child Protection worker is not available, they should report this
information to a peace officer or person authorized by the Director of Child and Family
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Services.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical, sexual or emotional (including but not limited to severe anxiety,
depression, withdrawal, self-destructive behaviour, or aggressive behaviour
towards others) harm, or sexual exploitation, or the substantial risk of such
harm(s). Reporting is also required for children under 12 years of age, if the
child has killed or seriously injured another person or has persisted in
injuring to others, and the parent/guardian is unwilling or unable to obtain
services, treatment or healing processes for the child.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child
from these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure,
you can connect with your local child protection office for consultation.

e Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a maximum fine of $5,000 or 6 months in
prison.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

¢ Nunavut’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However,
school districts in Nunavut must have discipline policies that promote positive learning
environments, as well as school rules for all schools in the district.

o TheActis also based in the guiding principles and concepts of Inuit
Quajimajatugangit, which includes respecting others, relationships and caring for
people (Inuugatigiitsiarniq).

¢ Principals may also suspend students whose conduct, in the opinion of the principal, is
injurious to the physical or mental well-being of other students, creates a situation that
constitutes a seriously harmful influence on other students, or under the Inuuqatigiisiarniq
policy is grounds for suspension. This may be broad enough to cover behaviours related to
teen dating violence.
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Ontario

In Ontario, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. There is also no formal
legislation specific to domestic, family, or intimate partner violence in effect. Instead, family
violence is addressed in the province’s Family Law Act. This Act does not mention teen dating
violence.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child, Youth and Family Services Act and the Education

Act. Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Act and

Residential Tenancies Act. Ontario does not currently have legislation specific to intimate image

distribution.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence - such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to Ontario.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Ontario, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears for their
safety: (1) restraining orders and (2) peace bonds. Federally, individuals living on First Nations
reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order. Each of these are described below,
including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Restraining Order

What is it?
e Arestraining order is a legal order that prohibits one person or party from contacting another
person.

e Restraining orders are issued when the victim has reasonable grounds to fear for their safety
or the safety of a child in their custody.

Who is eligible?
o Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for a Restraining Order
(Section 46) under Ontario’s Family Law Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are married, are or have been living together in a
marriage-like relationship, or have a child in common with their partner, their
relationship would not meet the definition as defined in the Act.

Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
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one year).
o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders
under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a

peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Ontario’s Victim Support
Directory, 24 hours, 7 days a week, in over 200 languages (call: 1-888-579-2888 or chat
online: https://victimsupportdirectory.ca/).

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.
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e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enterinto a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence
Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of violence or
another form of abuse, a tenancy agreement can be terminated prematurely with 28 days of

notice under the Residential Tenancies Act. The Act specifies that dating relationships are
eligible.

o The Act also specifically includes situations of sexual violence, in addition to other
forms of violence that cause the victim to fear for their safety. Sexual violence is
defined as “any sexual act or act targeting a person’s sexuality, gender identity or
gender expression, whether the act is physical or psychological in nature, that is
committed, threatened or attempted against a person without the person’s consent,
and includes sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, indecent exposure,
voyeurism and sexual exploitation.”
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Domestic or Sexual Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for up to 10 days (with the first 5 days being paid) of
leave, and up to 15 additional weeks of leave per year, to seek medical help or legal
assistance for domestic or sexual violence under the Employment Standards Act.

e Thereis no clear definition for sexual or domestic violence under this Act, including whether

dating relationships would qualify.

e To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for at least
13 weeks. Youth also need to give the employer as much notice as is reasonable in the
circumstances and evidence reasonable in the circumstances to show entitlement to leave.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Under the Child, Youth and Family Services Act, any person who performs professional or
official duties with respect to children, and who reasonably believes that a child under the

age of 16 is in need of protection, has a requirement to report it to a Children’s Aid Society.

Professional roles that fall under this Act include:

O

O

o O O O O

Health care professionals (e.g., physicians, nurses, dentists, psychologists)

Educators (e.g., teachers, early childhood educators, administrators, social

workers, youth and recreation workers (not including volunteers))

Religious officials

Mediators and arbitrators

Peace officers and coroners

Lawyers

Service providers and employees of service providers

= Asit pertains to teen dating violence, the Act would apply in the case

that the child’s parent/guardian is unable or unwilling to protect them
physical harm, sexual abuse (including sexual exploitation), and/or
serious emotional harm (or substantial risk of such harm/abuse).
Reporting is also required for children under 12 years of age if the child

has killed or seriously injured another person, or who has on more than

one occasion injured another person with the encouragement of a
parent/guardian or because of the parent/guardian’s failure or inability
supervise adequately.

to

e Ifthe above listed adults believe that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their
child from these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are
unsure, you can connect with your local children’s aid office for consultation.

e Failure to report these types of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of a maximum of $5,000.

O

Individuals can also choose to report about children ages 16 and 17, though a failure

to report will not result in an offence.
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Reporting to a Principal or the School Board

e Ontario’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However, a
teacher who becomes aware that a student has engaged in behaviour worthy of a
suspension must report the matter to the principal of the school.

o Behaviours that must be reported to the principal include: uttering a threat to inflict
serious bodily harm on another person; possessing alcohol, illegal drugs or
cannabis (unless it is for medicinal purposes); swearing at a teacher or other person
in a position of authority; committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive
damage to school property; bullying; or, any other activity that is an activity for which
a principal may suspend a student under the school board’s policy.

e While teen dating violence is not listed as specific behaviour that meets the criteria for a
suspension under this Act, the above listed activities (e.g., threatening another student),
including “any other activity that is an activity for which a principal may suspend a student
under the school board’s policy”, may be broad enough to cover behaviours related to teen
dating violence. In that case, teachers would have an obligation to report teen dating
violence behaviour to the school’s principal.
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Prince Edward Island

In Prince Edward Island, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating
violence is also not mentioned in the Victims of Family Violence Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child, Youth, and Family Services Act and the Education
Act. Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Act, the
Residential Tenancies Act, and the Intimate Images Protection Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since
these are federal laws, they apply to Prince Edward Island.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Prince Edward Island, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual
fears for their safety: (1) emergency protection orders / victim assistance orders and (2) peace
bonds. Federally, individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency
protection order. Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility for minors
experiencing teen dating violence.

Emergency Protection Order & Victim Assistance Order

What is it?

e Protection orders are issued when family violence has happened, and there is a need for
protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

e |nPrince Edward Island, there are two kinds of protection orders: Emergency Protection
Orders and Victim Assistance Orders.

o The main difference between an Emergency Protection Order and a Victim
Assistance Order is the length of time the order is in effect and level of urgency.
Emergency Protection Orders require a situation with immediate danger, and can be
in effect for up to 90 days. Victim Assistance Orders are for non-emergency
situations, and can be in place for longer-term protection.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for an Emergency

Protection Order or a Victim Assistance Order under Prince Edward Island’s Victims of
Family Violence Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,
dating relationships among minors would not meet the definition of family
relationships as stated in the Act. The Act defines family relationships as:
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= Two persons who are or have been married to each other or have cohabited
in a spousal or sexual relationship; or,
= Members of the same family.

Peace Bond
What s it?

A peace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).
o Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.
o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with PEI Family Violence Prevention
Services, a toll-free helpline (call (24/7) or text (7am-9pm daily): 1-800-240-9894).
Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
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peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence
Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

o [fatenant (including minors), or the child of a tenant, has been the victim of family violence,

a tenancy agreement can be terminated with notice under the Residential Tenancies Act.
However, this Act uses the same definition of family violence as the Victims of Family
Violence Act, and so dating relationships where there is not a child in common or the
partners are not living together are unlikely to meet eligibility criteria.
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Intimate Partner Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for up to 3 paid and 7 unpaid days of leave per year to
seek medical help or legal assistance related to domestic violence, intimate partner
violence, or sexual violence under the Employment Standards Act.

e |ntimate partner violence leave is available for those in a current or former dating
relationship. Actions of teen dating violence, including physical and sexual
abuse/harassment, stalking, non-stop phone calls or text messages, and threats are
considered intimate partner violence under this Act.

e To obtain this leave, the youth must have been employed by the same employer for at least 3
consecutive months. The employee might need to provide written evidence about the need
for leave from a professional (e.g., social worker, psychologist, nurse, police, community
elder).

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent
What is it?
e |nPEl ltisillegal to distribute intimate images of another without consent under the
Intimate Images Protection Act.
o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person does
not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.

e This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed or
threatened to be distributed by another person without their consent.

Who is eligible?
e Anyone in PEl who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed without their
consent.

o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a visual recording of a person (made by
any means), whether or not the person is identifiable and whether or not the image
has been altered in any way, and where:

= The person is depicted as engaging in a sexual act and/or is nude, nearly
nude, or exposing their genital organs, anal region, or breasts; and,

= The person had a reasonably expectation of privacy at the time the image
was made or distributed.

What else should | know?

e Aparent must start a legal action on behalf of a child under the age of 18 years whose
intimate image has been distributed without consent. The court can award damages and/or
injunctions requiring takedown of the images.

o Inthese cases, there is no need to prove damages.
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Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Under the Child, Youth, and Family Services Act, any person in PEl (including parents,

caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes that a
child under age 18 is in need of protection has a responsibility to report it to a director of
Child Protection Services.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of a child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical harm, sexual abuse or exploitation, or emotional harm (or
substantial risk of such harm/abuse). Reporting is also required for children
under 12 years of age who have or are likely to seriously harm another
person or animal, and the parent/guardian is unable or unwilling to take
preventative or remedial measures.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local child protection office for consultation.

Failure to report this type of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of a maximum of $10,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of 6 months.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e Prince Edward Island’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence.
However, teachers are required to maintain order and discipline in the school. PEI’'s Public
Schools Branch Operational Policy on Student Suspension lists examples of unacceptable
behaviour that can be grounds for suspension, including uttering threats to inflict serious
bodily harm on another, acts of verbal or physical abuse, bullying or cyberbullying, or any
other behaviour that the principal considers to negatively affect the school environment.

o Thus, although this policy does not explicitly prohibit teen dating violence, the
behaviours listed above may be broad enough to cover situations of teen dating
violence.

e Teachers can move to suspend a student whether their behaviour occurred at or outside of
school. When a teacher moves to suspend a student because the student acted in one of
these ways, the teacher must provide written notice to the principal and to the child’s
parent/guardian. The teacher must also meet with the student to discuss their exclusion
from class. Under this policy, a teacher can only suspend a student for a maximum of half a
day. A principal can suspend a student for a maximum of five days.

e School boards across PEI have different codes of conduct, but the prohibited actions listed
in their respective codes of conduct may also be broad enough to cover behaviours related
to teen dating violence (e.g., conduct which harms the physical or mental well-being of
another student).
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Québec

In Québec, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. There is also no formal
legislation specific to domestic, family, or intimate partner violence in effect.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Youth Protection Act and the Education Act. Other

forms of relief may be available under the Act Respecting Labour Standards. Québec does not

currently have legislation specific to intimate image distribution.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to Québec.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Québec, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual fears for
their safety: (1) protection order and (2) peace bonds. Federally, individuals living on First
Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection order. Each of these are described
below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen dating violence.

Protection Order
What s it?

e Under Québec’s Code of Civil Procedure, a protection order is granted when the victim’s life,

health or safety is threatened by violence, even if the perpetrator has not committed a
crime.

o A protection order can be used to prevent another person from injuring you,
damaging your property, or distributing private images or videos without consent. It
can also require another person so stop threatening behaviour, harassment,
communicating with the victim, and to stay away from the victim’s home and any
place they frequent.

Who is eligible?
e Residents of Québec (minimum age guidance to apply is not specified in the Act)
o Anindividual can apply to a Superior Court for a protection order. If you are applying
to the Superior Court for a protection order and you are not represented by a lawyer,
you must complete an application form that describes the violent situation and what

you are asking the court to do about it. This application form must include proof that
the violent situation had a negative impact on your life, health or safety.
= |fyou are over 14, you have to make a sworn affidavit in support of your
application. The Canada Evidence Act allows individuals 14 years old and
above to make sworn testimony and evidence.
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What else should | know?

e Anorganization or another person, including a parent, can apply for a protection order on
behalf of the person experiencing the violence with their consent or with authorization from
the Superior Court.

o Ifyou are applying to the Superior Court for a protection order on behalf of your child
and you are not represented by a lawyer, you must complete an application form

that describes the violent situation and what you and your child are asking the court
to do about it. This application form must include proof that the violent situation had
a negative impact on your child’s life, health or safety.
e The length of time and conditions of the protection order will be set by the Superior Court
and will not be longer than 3 years. The Court can also issue urgent protection orders that
last 10 days.

Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.

o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

e Underthe Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.

= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.

= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).

= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

e The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Québec’s Crime Victims
Assistance Centre (Centre d’aide aux victimes d’actes criminels), a confidential helpline
(call: 1-866-532-2822).
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e |ndividuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

e After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

o |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.
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Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

Domestic and Sexual Violence Leave
e Minors who are employed can be absent from work for a period of not more than 26 weeks
per year for domestic or sexual violence reasons under An Act Respecting Labour
Standards.
o Thisrelief does not apply to students who work during the school year in an

establishment selected by an educational institution pursuant to a job program
approved by the Minister of Education or the Minister of Technology.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Under the Youth Protection Act, any person who, by the nature of their profession, provides

care or any other assistance to children and who, in the practice of their profession, has
reasonable grounds to believe that a child under age 18 is in need of protection, has a
requirement to report it to the Director of Youth Protection immediately. Other adults in
Québec also have a duty to report if they have reasonable grounds to believe a child is
experiencing (or is at serious risk of experiencing) sexual or physical abuse.

o Physical abuse is defined as (1) a situation in which a child is the victim of bodily
injury or is subjected to unreasonable methods of upbringing by their parents or
another person, and the child’s parents fail to take the necessary steps to put an end
to the situation or (2) a situation in which the child runs a serious risk of becoming
the victim of bodily injury or being subjected to unreasonable methods of upbringing
by their parents or another person, and the child’s parents fail to take the necessary
steps to put an end to the situation.

o Sexual abuse is defined as (1) a situation in which a child is subjected to gestures of
a sexual nature of the child’s parents or another person, with or without physical
contact, including any form of sexual exploitation, and the child’s parents fail to take
the necessary steps to put an end to the situation or (2) a situation in which the child
runs a serious risk of being subjected to gestures of a sexual nature by the child’s
parents or another person, with or without physical contact, including a serious risk
of sexual exploitation, and the child’s parents fail to take the necessary steps to put
an end to the situation.

e Alladults in Québec are required to report physical abuse or sexual abuse and must do so
regardless of any steps taken by the parents to put an end to the situation. If you are unsure,

you can connect with your local youth protection office for consultation.
e Failure to report this type of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of $250 to $2,500.

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e Québec’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However, all
schools in Québec are required to adopt an anti-bullying and anti-violence plan that
includes how teachers must report these types of incidents. Teachers are required to
implement and follow their school’s anti- bullying and anti-violence plan to ensure that no
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student is a victim of these types of behaviour. How a teacher reports on these behaviours is
outlined by their school’s anti-bullying and anti-violence plan.

o This Act defines bullying as any repeated direct or indirect behaviour of one
individual which causes distress and injures, hurts, oppresses, intimidates or
ostracizes another. This behaviour can also occur online. Violence is defined as any
intentional verbal, written, physical, psychological or sexual force which causes
distress and injures, hurts or oppresses another, their rights or their property.

e Although teen dating violence is not specifically listed as a prohibited behaviour, the
behaviours listed above are likely broad enough to cover many situations of teen dating
violence.
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Saskatchewan

In Saskatchewan, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence is
also not mentioned in the Victims of Interpersonal Violence Act or the Emergency Protection for
Victims of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child and Family Services Act and the Education Act.

Other forms of relief may be available under the Saskatchewan Employment Act, the

Residential Tenancies Act, and the Privacy Act.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence - such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to Saskatchewan.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In Saskatchewan, there are three types of potential orders that man be used if an individual
fears for their safety: (1) emergency intervention orders / victim assistance orders (Victims of
Interpersonal Violence Act), (2) emergency protective intervention orders (Emergency
Protection for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Act), and (3) peace bonds.
Federally, individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency protection
order. Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility for minors experiencing teen
dating violence.

Emergency Intervention Order & Victim’s Assistance Order

What is it?

e Protection orders are issued when interpersonal violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

e In Saskatchewan, there are two kinds of protection orders: Emergency Intervention Orders
and Victim’s Assistance Orders.

o The main difference between an Emergency Intervention Order and a Victim
Assistance Order is the level of urgency. Emergency Intervention Orders require a
situation with immediate danger, whereas Victim’s Assistance Orders are for non-
emergency situations.

Who is eligible?

¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence likely cannot apply for an Emergency
Intervention Order or a Victim’s Assistance Order under Saskatchewan’s Victims of
Interpersonal Violence Act.

o Thisis because, unless the youth are living together or have a child in common,
dating relationships among minors would not meet the definition of cohabitants as
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stated in the Act. The Act defines cohabitants as:

= Persons who have resided together or who are residing together in a family
relationship, spousal relationship or intimate relationship; or,

= Persons who are the parents of one or more children, regardless of their
marital status or whether they have lived together at any time; or,

= Persons who are in an ongoing caregiving relationship, regardless of whether
they have lived together at any time; or,

= Any other persons prescribed in the regulations.

What else should | know?

e Ifaminor’s dating relationship meets the definition of cohabitation, and a parent receives
approval from the Court of King’s Bench, they can make an application for a Victim’s
Assistance order on behalf of their child.

Emergency Protective Intervention Order

What is it?

e These orders are issued when a child under 18 years of age has experienced (or is at
substantial risk of experiencing) sexual abuse.

o Sexual abuse is defined as a child being (or likely to be) exposed to a harmful
interaction for a sexual purpose, including involvement in prostitution and
involvement in conduct that may amount to an offense pursuant to the Criminal
Code (including, but not limited to, sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault, sexual
interference, invitation to sexual touching, or sexual exploitation).

Who is eligible?

e Minors who have experienced sexual violence in a dating relationship may be eligible to
receive an Emergency Protective Intervention Order under Saskatchewan’s Emergency
Protection for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Act.

o Anorder would result from an adult reporting this abuse to a child protection or
peace officer. The order would then be provided to the child victim, as well as the
parent of the child victim if the child is less than 16 years of age.

Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.

o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).
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Who is eligible?

Under the Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.
= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.
= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).
= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with 211 Saskatchewan, by either
calling or texting 2-1-1 (https://sk.211.ca/abuse/).

Individuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A

person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

A Justice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enterinto a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

A copy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.
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Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.

Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence

Early Termination of Tenancy Agreement

e [fatenant (including minors), or a child of a tenant, has been the victim of interpersonal
violence (likely including violence experienced in a dating relationship), a tenancy
agreement can be terminated prematurely with 28 days of notice to the landlord under the
Residential Tenancies Act.

o Inthis Act, interpersonal violence is defined as:
o Anyintentional or reckless act or omission that causes bodily harm or damage to
property;
o Any actorthreatened act that causes a reasonable fear of bodily harm or damage to
property;
Forced confinement;
Sexual abuse;
Harassment; or,

O O O O

Deprivation of necessities.

Interpersonal Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for up to 5 days of paid and 5 days of unpaid leave per
year to seek medical help or legal assistance for interpersonal violence under the
Saskatchewan Employment Act .

e Interpersonalviolence leave is likely available for those in dating relationships. Actions of
teen dating violence, including physical and sexual violence/harassment, stalking, non-stop
phone calls or text messages, and threats are considered interpersonal violence under this
Act.
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e To obtain this leave, employers may request written evidence of interpersonal violence from
the employee.

Distribution of Intimate Images Without Consent

What is it?

e In Saskatchewan, Itis illegal to distribute intimate images of another without consent under
the Privacy Act (Part 2).

o Consentto the recording of the image or providing the image to another person does
not mean there is consent to subsequent distribution of those images.

e This Act applies to individuals depicted in an intimate image that has been distributed or
threatened to be distributed by another person without their consent. This includes sending
them to others, posting them online, or making them available in any way.

Who is eligible?
o Anyone in Saskatchewan who has had an intimate image of themselves distributed (or
threatened to be distributed) without their consent.
o Anintimate image is defined by the act as a photo or video that shows someone
naked, partially naked, or doing something sexual, where that person would
normally expect privacy.

What else should | know?

e |f someone shares an intimate image without permission, the court can order that person to
remove the image, pay damages, and take steps to stop it from being shared further.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Under the Child and Family Services Act, any person in Saskatchewan (including parents,

caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes that a
child under age 16 is in need of protection has a responsibility to report it to a child
protection or peace officer.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical harm, sexual abuse or exploitation, or serious impairment of mental or
emotional functioning. Reporting is also required for children under 12 years of
age who have committed an act that would constitute a criminal offence if they
were 12 years of age or over, and the parent/guardian is unable or unwilling to
provide for the child’s needs.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local child protection office for consultation.

e Failure to report this type of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of a maximum of $25,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of 24 months.
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Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e Saskatchewan’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However,
itis possible the Act’s policies on bullying could be interpreted to apply to situations of teen
dating violence. The Act describes bullying as physical, emotional, psychological or social
acts intended to harm, isolate, or embarrass another. These actions include unwanted
physical contact, name calling, threats, spreading rumors, sending inappropriate images to
others without permission/consent, and using technology to spread hurtful messages or
images. These actions are often present in situations of teen dating violence.

o The Ministry of Education’s Model Policy on bullying prevention suggests that
teachers should be required to report incidents of bullying to school administrators,
but this is just a recommendation.

e TheActgives school boards the power to determine how teachers can report to school
management. If a teacher learns about a situation of teen dating violence, they should
consult their school board’s bylaws for direction on how to handle it.

V2 July 15 2026 62



Yukon Territory

In the Yukon Territory, there is no formal legislation on teen dating violence. Teen dating violence
is also not mentioned in the Family Violence Prevention Act.

Teen dating violence may fall under the Child and Family Services Act and the Education Act.

Other forms of relief may be available under the Employment Standards Act. Yukon Territory

does not currently have legislation specific to intimate image distribution.

Across Canada, the only targeted and uniform protection against the acts that can comprise
teen dating violence — such as physical violence, sexual violence, and stalking behaviours —is
found in the Criminal Code. For youth, Criminal Code offenses are administered under

the Youth Criminal Justice Act. The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to youth ages 12-17. Since

these are federal laws, they apply to the Yukon Territory.

What Protective Actions Can Be Taken When a Teen is

Experiencing Dating Violence?

In the Yukon Territory, there are two types of potential orders that may be used if an individual
fears for their safety: (1) emergency intervention order / victim’s assistance order and (2) peace
bonds. Federally, individuals living on First Nations reserves can also apply for an emergency
protection order. Each of these are described below, including likely eligibility for minors
experiencing teen dating violence.

Emergency Intervention Order & Victim’s Assistance Order

What is it?

e Protection orders are issued when family violence has happened, and there is a need for
protection of the victim, as well as potentially other family members who live with the
victim.

e In Yukon Territory, there are two kinds of protection orders: Emergency Intervention Orders
and Victim’s Assistance Orders.

o The main difference between an Emergency Protection Order and Victim Assistance
Order is that the Victim’s Assistance Order is more aimed at the protection of
property, but can also be used to prevent violence. Through a Victim’s Assistance
order, a court can also make an order that includes restraining the perpetrator from
attending places regularly attended by the victim or their family members. Victim’s
Assistance Orders are also longer (up to 90 days), whereas Emergency Intervention
Orders are shorter (up to 30 days) and intended for emergency situations.

Who is eligible?

¢ Minors experiencing teen dating violence may be eligible to apply for an Emergency
Intervention Order or a Victim’s Assistance Order under Yukon Territory’s Family
Violence Prevention Act.

o Thisis because the Act includes intimate companionship in its definition of eligible
relationships. An intimate companionship is defined as “persons who have, or have
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had, with each other a continuing relationship of intimate companionship”. It would
be up to a justice of the peace to determine whether a given dating relationship
meets the definition of an intimate companionship.
e Youth who are living together or have a child in common would more clearly meet the
definition of cohabitants as stated in the Act. The Act defines cohabitants as:
= Persons who have resided together or who are residing together in a family
relationship, spousal relationship or intimate relationship; or,
= Persons who are the parents of one or more children, regardless of their
marital status or whether they have lived together at any time.

What else should | know?

o To apply for an Emergency Intervention Order or a Victim’s Assistance Order, contact your

local Victim’s Services. Itis likely that a parent/guardian would need to apply on behalf of
their minor child.

Peace Bond

What is it?

e Apeace bond (also known as a Section 810 order) is an order from a criminal court that
requires a person to keep the peace and be on good behaviour for a period of time (up to
one year).

o Peacebonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but
the offense hasn’t actually been committed.

o Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be
granted in the interim).

Who is eligible?

e Underthe Criminal Code, anyone (including a minor ages 12 and up) can apply to a justice
for a peace bond if they have reasonable grounds to fear that another person will cause
personalinjury to them or will knowingly publish, distribute, transmit, sell, or make available
an intimate image of a person without their consent.

= Peace bonds are issued if someone seems likely to commit a criminal offense, but the
offense hasn’t actually been committed.

= Peace bonds are not intended for emergency situations, as they can take several
weeks to months to obtain (though it is possible that a temporary order can be granted
in the interim).

= |nformation on the Peace Bond may need to be served to the person that the Peace
Bond is about.

What else should | know?

e The Youth Criminal Justice Act grants Justices of the Peace the authority to make orders

under the Criminal Code regarding a young person. Therefore, it is not necessary to seek a
peace bond from a criminal court when you are a minor. For information on where to find
a court with Justices of the Peace in your area, connect with Yukon Victim Services, Monday
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to Friday 8:30am-4:30pm (call: 1-800-661-0408).

e |ndividuals can begin the process of obtaining a peace bond by going to their local court. A
person called the court clerk will then provide an application form for the individual to
complete. In the application form, the individual can describe their concerns, including why
they fear that another person may harm them, a family member, or their property. This can
include concerns that someone may share an intimate image or video of them without their
consent.

e After completing the application form, the court will usually schedule a hearing, and the
person the order is about will be notified of the application and provided with a summons. A
summons is a formal court order requiring this person to attend court for a hearing. At the
hearing, a Justice of the Peace will review the evidence and determine whether to issue a
peace bond and, if so, what conditions should be included. The court clerk will then provide
further details on the service of the application and next steps.

e You can go to the police or RCMP to assist you in getting a peace bond, but this is not
required. You are able to apply directly to a Justice of the Peace through a local court. You
are also not required to have a lawyer, though you are allowed to have one if you want.

e Alustice of the Peace or the court can ask the accused person to enter into a
“recognizance”, which means that the accused would have to sign an order the promises
that they will keep the peace and be of good behaviour for up to 12 months.

e Acopy of the peace bond is forwarded to national RCMP headquarters, and a record of the
peace bond is entered into the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) database. This
allows police across Canada to access the information if the individual who the order is
about moves to another province or territory.

Emergency Protection Order — for those living on First Nation Reserves

What is it?

e Emergency protection orders are issued when violence has happened, and there is a need
for protection of the victim and/or their property.

Who is eligible?
¢ Minors living on a First Nation Reserve likely cannot apply for an emergency protection
order under the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.

o This Act only provides emergency protection orders to legally married or common-
law partners who are living on a First Nation Reserve.

What else should | know?

o |Iftheyouthisin a marriage or common-law relationship and is living on a First Nation
Reserve, then the youth can apply for an emergency protection order under this Act ata
Family Court.

e |f an emergency protection order is granted, the abusive partner can be ordered to leave the
family home on the Reserve for a maximum of 90 days or longer, depending on the judge’s
decision.
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Other Potential Rights in Cases of Teen Dating Violence
Domestic and Sexual Violence Leave

e Minors who are employed can apply for up to 5 days of domestic and sexual violence unpaid
leave, or if they have been working for at least 3 months, 5 paid days of leave and up to 15
weeks additional unpaid leave, under the Employment Standards Act.

e Domestic and sexual violence leave is available for those in dating relationships. Actions of
teen dating violence, including physical and sexual abuse/harassment, stalking, nhon-stop
phone calls or text messages, and threats are considered domestic violence under this Act.
The act specifically included dating relationships in its definition of intimate partners.

Responsibilities of Adults who Witness or Suspect Dating Violence
Reporting to a Child Welfare Authority or Police

e Underthe Child and Family Services Act, any person in Yukon Territory (including parents,

caregivers, family members, teachers, and other adults) who reasonably believes that a
child under 19 years of age is in need of protection must immediately report this information
to a director of Children’s Services or a peace officer.

o As it pertains to teen dating violence, this may be the case if the
parent/guardian of the child is unable or unwilling to protect the child from
physical harm, sexual abuse or exploitation, or emotional harm. Reporting is
also required for children under 12 years of age, if the child has (or is alleged to
have) killed or seriously injured another person, or on more than one occasion
has caused injury to others or threatened (with or without weapons) to cause
injury to another person, either with the parent’s encouragement or because the
parent does not respond adequately to the situation.

e Ifan adult believes that a child’s guardian is unable or unwilling to protect their child from
these kinds of injury or abuse, they must report this information. If you are unsure, you can
connect with your local children’s services office for consultation.

e Failure to report this type of child endangerment may result in being found guilty of an
offence. The punishment for this offence is a fine of a maximum of $10,000 and/or
imprisonment for a maximum of one year (first offense), and a fine to a maximum of $20,000
and/or imprisonment for a maximum of two years (subsequent offenses).

Reporting to a Principal or School Board

e Yukon Territory’s Education Act does not specifically mention teen dating violence. However,
under the Act, teachers must maintain order and discipline among students while they are
in school, on school grounds, or are participating in school activities.

e Further, under Yukon Territory’s Safe and Caring Schools Policy, teachers are expected to

ensure students do not engage in bullying, abusive behaviour, or commit sexual harassment
or assault. Teachers must also communicate regularly with parents about this type of
behaviour and how students are prohibited from engaging in it.
o Thus, although teen dating violence is not explicitly prohibited by this territorial
policy, the listed unacceptable behaviours may be broad enough to cover many
situations of teen dating violence.
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e Teachers are also required to report on the behaviour of students to their parents. If a
teacher has reason to suspect that a child needs protective intervention beyond talking to
their parents, they are required to report to this information to the principal.
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